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ABSTRACT

Information about library service to American Indians
is poorly documented and difficult to cobtain because there has been
so little of it. There have been no libraries for Indians because
there were no books in Indian languages, and no one to read those in
the English language. The governmental programs tc educate Indian
children have not failed entirely, but have only begun to meet the
needs of all children. To narrow the search for library service to
Indians requires a close study of the entire area of Indian
education. There is a whole plethora of material on the subject of
education, but little on the role played by libraries. To find out
what has been done in the way of library service to Indians,
particularly in the Southwest, letters were written to the state
librarians of New Mexico, Arizona, Kansas, California and Colorado,
and other. «:ncerned with Indian affairs. The information on existing
services ana programs which resulted from these inquiries is
presented as the major portion of this paper.. (Author/sJ)
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_~TIBRARY SERVICE TO THT A7RICAN INDIANS
- IH THT SOUTHYEST
I. Introduction

Information about library sesrvice to Indi=ns is scantily

Adocumnented and difficult to obtain because there has been so

o]

littls of it. ¥any books tell the story of Indi=n education,
both in fictionzl and personal form and in facts.z2nd statisties,
witaout 2ver mentioning the word "library." 3ut in ra=2ding
thess vooks, 2nd r=2lizing the enormous nroblems of illiteracy
among Indians, the lack of libraries is seen 28 3 rverfectly
understendable prenomanon. There have been no libraries for j
Indians becausce there were no books in Indian languages to put
in them, 2nd. no ons to rezd them in “nglish., The goveramental
programns to educate Indian children have not failed sntirely, - §
but have only begun to meat ths nsads of all children, | |

Agz2in, this fzilure is understazandabls a2nd is not 2n in- |
ditement againet the Bursau of Indi=an Affairs wiaose dedicated
workers have struggled long =nd devotedly ggainet governrental
sconomy neasures, changes of volicy and administrations, and
lack of understzanding of the Indian culture by bur=ezaucrats wao '
never saw 2 reservation, much less tried to work with 2n Indian.
The Indizns thems2lves have resistad educatior. WMany pafents
hid their children and Xent them from going to ths government
schools. They wanted no vart of the white man'e way,

The Indizan's ne=d for education has been razlized and
accented by tha Indians in greater numbar since 7orld Wer II
than in 211 ths ye=2rs before. The young men of the tribes
served in the Armad Torces cav2bly and honorz2bly and returned
to their aomes 2nd rasservations with 2 widened horizon of the
world and +thair vplace in it. The young adulte encouraged the
aldere to send the children to school, and they wanted their
ovm cnildren %o be 2bles to r224 and write. They =2sgked for

3
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more schools, d2y schools Tor young children closs %o home
so the 1ittle onzs would not have to go to a boarding school
2t so early 2n age. 21't of this n=2ed
construction of slamentary schools on the reservations, =2nd

by robils schools, used on large ressrvaticns li%e %he Mavajo
where the Indiazne hogans 2re often far =zpart.

According to *the 7.S. Bureau of Indizan Affzire st2tistics,
in 1969 %there ware 178,476 Indizn studente, 2828 5 to 18 years,
inclusive, enrolled in public, vrivate, ederal and mission
schools.l wore than half of thess children attended ovublic
schools. 3ut this tells onlyvhalf the gtory. The dronout
rate of Indian students is so high, anéd so many children =re
not raached 2t 211, that the average years of schooling is
5.5%, well behind that of both the black 2nd the Yexican Amer-
jean. The bhirtarate of Indians is 2% timss that of whites,
and 2 majority of Indizns =are under 20 y=22rs old, €0 the vro-
blem ie ineraasing daily, =2nd =ducationzl vrogress will be
mede only with incrsmsed effort. The cultural dic~otony is
Indians is 10 times or more the nationel average. Povarty is
also a factor in the educationz2l vroblem. A psonle whosee

Fn

avarage income is only %1,500 2 year has little %o spend. on

2
hooke,

ot. of the Interior. 3urezu of Indi=n Affairs,
1067, Statistics Concerning Indian “duc=ation.

Tenrence, hans., Publicztions Service, fastell Inctitute, 1969.

P.l. 5 -

"Mhe Angry Amsricen Indians Starting Down the Protest
Tr2il,” Mirs, v.95, no.6 (Teb.9, 1970), n.16.
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ITI. Survey of the Literature

To narrow the search for library ssrvice to Indians re-
quirzd 2 close study of the whole are= of Indian education,
Thers ig a vlathora of material on the subject of educzation,
from heavy government fdocumznis of fenate hearings to the
lat2st popular magazine. Sifting through it Tor mention of
library servics vroduced smell results. One could 2ssume from
a cursory evamnination of educ=ztional literature that Indians
sdueated without bensfit of librariass 2% all.

"his, of ccursz, has not hzen the case. In 2lmost esvery
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instance whare there has been 2 school, thare has been 2 1lib-
rery of some kind. The U.S. Government, through its 3urs

of Indian Affairs schools, has =2stablished a2nd maintained
librariss staffed by librarians in its voarding schools with
an enrollment of more thz2n 500 pupils. Present etzndards call
for Instructicnal “aterials Centzars in schools with enrollments
of 21) vupils or morz. Thz librarians zre s2lected by mean

of the 7ivil S3rvics examinations, 2nd work under the Civil
Service. Thev must have 2 Yaster's degree in Tibrary Science.
The schools must conforn to the standarés of the stzte in '
which they ars 100ﬂu,d, and the libraries follow the Americzn
Library Acsociation's standards for scaool libraries.

Mo find out wh2t has heen done in the way of library ser-
vice 1o Indizns, varticulzrly in the Southweet, latters were
wyritten to the state librarizs of New ¥exico, Arizona, Kanéas,
California, and Colorado. Some librariszns of ovublic a2nd Indian

1Y)

schools were contacted, as were versons in the 3urezu of Indian
ATCairs, ths 2ditor of a magzzin2 of current Indian vroblems,

* L

an Indizn nospital school dir o+or, an Indi=2n writ=r, “he

-----

Indi=n wife of 2 U.%. fenz2ior t“, public librarizn of Gz2llup
9 9

-

¥aw Wevico, 2nd savarz) other sources. Some of these n,ople

: 53




did not snswar. Government documsnte, magazine articles,
books on Indi=ns 2nd Indian eduvcation, 2nd reports of educz-
tional workshivs also vroduced some facts about library sar-
vice to Indians., Ths results of these cuszrizs and resezrches
will o2 discurs2d in the following section of this: papar.
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IIT. FExieting Lidbrary Servicss

D

A latter Trom “r. 2ay D, Rees Iibrarian, Inetrustional

-

s
Serviges fenter, 3Bur=2zu of Indizan Affz2irs in 3righan City,

4o

[N

Uta2h, s2id that instructional medi= centars 2re haing develovnad
znd immlamanted in 211 3.I1.A. schools, 2nd that Title II
: t28% boon to imnroving

[ ad ol L
ﬁovernment funds nave bszz2n vhe graa
-T.
cul

ans., He s=2id =2leo0,

r2 2bout 225 echools in the Furazu
of Indisn fairs nlus sever=al dor:nitories 211
of whieca q'“ e come tyne of library faciliti=s
Thare zre only 55 librarizns or te:'cnor-110'r"=r—
isns 2nd tqasa are located in thae largsr schocls.
, Th=ave nh2s not ooon vary rmuch comnlatad
“~on librzry s2rvice to Indizng that I am zware of.,"3 "

"Phere =
_"
1

is wes the Tiret instanece this writer ra2ceived Trom
the incuirize sha m2des that exvrassed the lack of m=terial
for 2 study of library service to Indizns fron th= veopls

from waom sie honad So receive help. It was only the beginning.

Tne etandzrds Tor Instructionz2l ¥aterizle Canters which

2r2 to be included in 211 governm=ant Indizn schools for enroll-
mants of 210 or more vpunile are incornorated in TMesign Oriteria,
vublichad by the Division of Plant Dasizn a2né Conetruction,
B.I.A. in Albutuzreua, Hew Mexivo.

"Tha Insructional
+tha n=ne immlies, thz center Trom which the mdu—
cztionzl prozram zvolves, Trom thie cenber or.
heart of the school are cirzsulated and re-circu-
1lated the instructionzl matesrizls and eqvi nment
that incresee %the undersianding.and vitzl izs the
l22rning vrocass. All arsas oFf tha IMC ovperate
28 2 co-or”inatsed whole, sxvanding the 2ducz-
tional a2wnerisnce to meet todays neads of the

fetarinle Center is, 28
')

vy

D

with MNanette -
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Rzy D. 2ess2, Parsonal Corrsswondenc
Sarzeni, April 29, 1970,

Your

7




-

(f
N -

Indian child. ™o thie fenter comz =211 teachers
2nd studants Tor the book 2ni non-hook insirue-
tionzl materitls, Thee2 peonls work individuzlly
and in sm2ll r'ouns, lezrninz, studying, 2nd
vroducing epacial tynes of lesrning materials....

Munetion of the I°C

Waile onerating =& an integrzted whole, the
T2 has tvo mein s2ctions, the lidbrary ssction =2nd
the Vedia “=2ction.

1, Librar

Rez2ding Ro00m

Tibrarizns 0ffice

Iibrar '/ oricroom

Group Morkroomes (Joing use axcent that
two roome in the 1002 o»unil I'V‘ nzed
not he loczted for common uc

2, ¥YMadia S=zction

Project 200m

Truiomant 2nd Yatarizls Roonm

Nark Rooin

Dunlizating Horm

Group Yorkrooms—-joint us

Previsw Room - 1000 numl “only4

Trom well-enuiped Centers meeting these siandards, =ith
ourlifi=d librarians to manssge them, Indian stvdante should
n3geive good library s2rvice. If Inr.lira.ns learn to dev=2nd on
1iypraries For extending their educstion, it is to be hop=d
that they will sesk good library service from other sourcss
in society %evond school d&=2ys. ’

Aacordingz to 2 brochure znnouncing the Inswuctlonal

O]

Sarvice N=ntar of which ¥r. Reese is the director, it was to
be in full opsration by f£211 1969, It's two-fold rvurposs =nd
function is to hslp the Bureau of Indian Affairs mset the

following gozle: 1) incrazsgs ocualisy oF education for Indizn

students in 3urazu 2nd vublie schrools, =z2nd ?) davelop increased

Jivieion of Plant DNesign % Construc~
s Interior; 3urszu of Indian Aff2irs,
co, Dec. 1967, v. 301




knowladze 2nd particination of Indizn varents in schosl
affzire (3ureau 2nd oublie.) Sarvices available =2t the Center
include .

"l. Arranzges Tor 2nd assiets in olanning and

conducting education workehops Asveloved
by Tantral, Ars2, and school staifs, znd

Indisn leazders.

2. Produces motion nicture films, disnlays,
teacher m=de inctrue ulonal m2taerizals in
cuzntity For disiribution to thas Burs=zu
and oublic schools.

3. T‘1=~’c'o:'1m.1u=<= edueational filme from its

Bureauwide Tilm Sarvice to 21l Jureau
senools =nd exthends tals service to nub-
lic schools.

4, Throuzh its =z2ctive Instructional “atarials
Center, oroviiss practic2l training in the
vrovar utilization of Instruectional *ate-
rizle S=2nver ané multi-madiz

5. Tistributes ovrorfessionzal Odumtlon litera-
turs from its 3ureauwide nrofsesional 11brarv "5

This Center also offers profaessional helv in conduciing
workshops and training vrograms, 2nd issues 2n Tducational

®ilm Czt2log from which ftszchers can ordsr filme Tor class-~

rocm uss,

In racent years the 3.I.A. hzas exverimented with the vlan
of putting soms of the boarding school Indian caildren in the
public school system. According to Anne M. Smith in Indian
rdueation in Hew
do hetter in public sczools than in Bureau or mission schools.
But che then 2dds that many 2dolescents prefer the ;’a.ll-Indian

s 6 : . \ -
fewico, research shows that Indian children

bozrding schools hecaure th2y feel more at home with members
o7 thei» own r2ce =nd tribe and beczuse they fezl less out
of place in a classroom of pesrs where they may all be sgeveral

5".ﬁ.nnoun cing Instructionzl Service Senfer, 'f'“uncti,
Services," 2ursau of Indizn Affzirs, ! 1v1 sion of Educ:
Aranch of Instructiconal Services, Instructlonal Servie
3o 65, 3righan City, Ussh, |

Sinne “arie um.tn_, Indizn BAucrtion in Hew “ewico. (Albu-

auarsue, Pivision of Goverament 2eeesz2reh, “Institute Tor Socizl
Rasearea and TNavelovnment, University of Hew ¥exico, 1968). v».10.




years behiné the grade lavel. Studies snow that from the
fifth grede on, the rezding =ccompliskments of the white
¢hildren are considsrably better than the Indian children.
Yoet Indian punils dron farther and farther Yehind in rezding
2bility 2s +thney advance in school grades, - A versonzl conver-
sation with <th2 librarizn in an Indian school revealed h=r

opinion that ths Indien childrasn did not do 28 well in »publiec

school 28 they did in their own boarding school, th2t partici-

pation in school 2ctivities wwas much less in public school

end that in generzl the program of sducation throuzn the pub-

o

lic schools hzd fzilsed., She =zdded, however, that the failure
2d not bean =acknowledged in wrint as far as
2.I.A. is etill experimenting with the vlan.
ffered by f2r re=ching, dedicated

state librariss is bookmohile service. Tae state of Hew |

Mexico hzs pionzeres in shis eld, =2dding regulzr bookmobile

Tie
stops in most of the puzblo 1lage along the Rio Grande

'd

end to trading posts on the Mavajo reservation in nortawestern
New “axico. HNor is it just a matter of t=lting the books to
the Indizns. The ouzblo tribves z2re ruled by elected govarnors
who may, and have, denied the librariens the right to bring
the booltmobile sarvice. But for those villages which have
allowed it, the bookmobile is more welcome than the ice cream
wa2gon. |

Library serves re 9169 ts through
rias in Tuoumﬂarl, T.ovington,
pe, nolas, Cimarron z2né 3els2n, Taece
q 3rt,rq for hookmobiles, though

malnly .’;re he:
2 re left for use =t such 'ola"'e

collsctions =2
ge Indian tradin g V0StSeees
o +th2 Indizn the bookmobile has bhecome as
much a part of 11fe 28 hie dances 2nd the tourists.
A tynmic=l bookmobile cireuit includss the Laguna,
Acomw, Z2iz, S=antz ina, Zochiti and Jemesz pue‘olos."7

7"ar01ﬂ “uth ¥iller and ¥illizm ®errington, "3onanza of
Books," Haw ‘exico I"agazine, v.47 (April, 1969),

.10
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blem ig the real barrier to library
ndizans There 2re no books in Tiwa, Tewz, Towa
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i
or ¥eres, the langu=ges of the Puedblo Indizns., Until the
white man invented it, the Indians had no written language.
The majority of ths Indizns do not read either Spsnish or ‘ ;
English, yet their pride dozs not parmit them to 2dmit ignor- |
ance =2nd illiteracy.

Books in Spanish 2nd in English must be found or written
that ares ezcsy to rezd yet mature enough in contant to interest
~ars and adults. The Wew *exico librarians found the

o+
o
®
3
{0
()i

ing interests of the Indizns much the same as that for

-—

other nopulations. The women liked books on sewing, cooking,

H
®
v
£
el

nea2dlework and the Southwest. Ths men needed inforwmation on
aising 2nd automobile r2vzirs. During =lection time,
“ormation a2nd biograpnies 2bout the candidetes were in demand.
The Indizan children lik%ed horse stories, including 3lack
Beauty, love storiss and fairy eteries, incuding Cinderellsa,
etoriss about Indians and about space travel. The older girls

-t b

1lik=2d4 books =2bout dating and clothzas, 2ven 28 white girls do. - 5?
Gon2 Tith the ¥ind is 21so 2 favorite. 3But such books can be
d only hy thos2 who have boen to school long =snough to learn 31

u (=2 ]
to read fluently.
Picture magazines 2nd the home decorating magazines are

specizlly vopular with the older 'women, many of waom cznnot

it

T e e s P e BT

e t
rezd. ¥r. Parrington, of the New “exico State Libr=ry, told 3

,'x‘?g
of on= mathod used by New Mexico librarizns in serving the 4

Py
A e

Indi=zns.

ervice to
g o DI‘V‘— :

i

",.. How do vou give library =
illiterates? You hegin by ror:'at‘cl
thing you learn=d in llbr.-. echool. *ost of
+ha younger veorle have 2% loqq’c 2 high school
aducztion, »ut many of the middle-aged 2nd older
have navar h2ld = book in their hands. So you
enile an? t21% (through an intervreter some- -
times) =2nd give 2n elderly woman 2 child's _

N e 36 Sl e e
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10

pictu'c'n book., You beg 2 long ton of old
magazm,\ , the kind with lots of piciurs
and give them away 2t every =~*+on. You f
th2t women 2re women everywnere, Thsy ca
off armloads of the brightly 111u°tr'a‘ced
home mzgazines and look =2t nictures of ex-
quieite t2ble linens and wall-to-w2ll czr-
pet whilzs sitting on the dir< flcors of
their windowlees hogens., Next month they
are haet for nore--stezdy customers. They
st2nd and w2it Tor the giveaw~ys, They |
speak on the third visit, =2nd on ths fourtia
. agk for %ha mag;e.glnns they want. You havs : e

made 2 contact. /
Mow Mexico is not the only state e-rving Indizns with - //
bookmobile sarvice. A la2tter from James G. Marvin, I-ibr:zrian/
of the Mopek2 Puhlic Librzry, explains the services of tha t/
Library to the Potawatomi Indizne, 9 The Library provides
collsction of 2vout 2,000 books to the tribal hzll, -zpra/ th
( staff members =2re young psople from the Indian comnphity,
volunteers =znd National Youth Corve tvvpes. The bhgokmobile
visits the ressrvation every month, to nrov:.de/f irect servicz ' ‘
and for the exchange of books. Professio /11br'=r1 gng from
the Tovpska Public ILibrary shalil maie peri die trine to the
reservation to discuss the progran 'v:.'bh/ the liaiseon vereson,
¥Mr. Duane Tvans., *r, Tvans is ha f Potawatomi and half T‘r_ench,
duc=tional cooriinator for the “ayette,

n

D

and cervase 28 2n

Kensas schools. &ceording to Yr. ¥arvin, he is outstanding,

<tk
v

and through him, %th2 library program was developed. A zrant
"

from she State Library-IoCA funds has been proviied for the
enrichm=nt of this prosz

varticular interest to Indi=ans, 2 cultural 2rts activity,
Willizm 49, Parrington, "Statewids Cuitreach: Desert

gram througn accuisition of books of

8
Booktrzils to ths Indi=zns," ¥ilson ILibrary )1111.‘3131--, V.43,

-

(¥2y 1959), v.367-388.

an mes 2, Yervin, Parsonzl cofrespondenze with Nanstite
o Sezrzent, 2y 22, 1972. -
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the dievlay of Indi=2n artifzcts throughout the Horthaast
Abrary Systen, a2nd 2 projested bibliography and full
ion 2% the time of thz projects' end (in the f211 of
The coovperation between Indians and vhite parsonnel

An incuiry to the ILibrary Zxtension Service of the state
of Arizonz vroduced some booixmobile statistics but no specific
information, b2yond the nins countiecs listed. ®iesg Ruth ¥,

'1:3

Hendrickson, "x%ension Librarian, caid in her lett2r, "We have
several on-zoing Indizan vrojacts but‘they hava not bean written
up as y2t. It would take too much time and research to delve
into thie arez. I'm sorry not to be of more help.“lo These
nrOJocts n22d o bhe nublicized, out 2t the vpra2eent time, it
would t2%e =2n outsider doing rese2arch in the Tisld to brln

tham to light.
The TNire~tor of th2 Public Health fervice Indizn Hosvital

in ilbuquzrqus, Hew iexico, wzs contacted 2bout library ser-
vice in the hospnitel. It is the only 3.I.4. hospitzl with a2

\)

schnol in the Soutavest, and is primsrily for vatients with

tuberculosis. He answered (no names given):

"Ja have no library. At one time we had 2 very
nice czt2logued library and the pitients did not
uss it even wnen whssled to their rooms oy book
c2rt €0 thz2 library has neen disvansed with and
th2 books given slaswhare, ?ost of our vatients
neither r223 nor write. Ths Teacher hzs the
nacessary rafarance booke for her students; ithsre-
?oro'vn cae no immadiate nesed for 2 lidbrary.

2 contagious disease there_is no

i

lo2n of hooks from ths Public Library."ll

n
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. Hendriciteon, P2rsonzl correspondence with
S=rgenit, HMay 25, 1970.

Kanatte
1. o , . e .
l‘Plrec:or 0T the Public Hezlth Service Hospital, Albu-
quarous, %ew Vevico, Psreonzl corresnondence with THanstte
fargent, Yoy 12, 1970,
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This vpoints up the sad fact of the lack of Indian literacy.
When there ie no 2bility to raed, there is no need For lib-
rarisa, Thase hospital v~tients a2re compls tnlv unrezcaad by
library service, 2nd undoudtedly have no idz2e what they are
miesing, Books ars apnzrantly not neceseary to Shem for
aither nlesasurs or knowledge.

fre, Blizebeth Q, Waite, whose Hopi Indizn nams is Polin-
gaysi Qoyawayma, has written 2 fascinzting auuoblography, No
T

2
furning 3ack,"th2 story of her own educzation in Indian schools
£ hor adzotation to the white man's schools

O

in California 2nd
and to %the world off the reservation., She told eloquzsntly of

oy
D

har love of learning, r curiosity about the world beyond

t never did she mention libr=ries, or

)]
ct
'.4
D

?
aven books, .2s a d'um for =2iding thzt curiosity and educztion.
The availability of books through librarizs must have nlsyed
some vart in the 2ducation of such an Indian leader =2nd writer,
but no eredit ie ziven to hooks,

According to the letter {rom “r, 9999913‘cited earlier in
this p=3ner, 2 bookmobils has h2an oparating on the Choctaw
Qacervation in *¥ississivpi for zbout ten years, snd hae heen
very effective., Tais district 2leo covers Oklahoma as well,

-

2P280 Rasarvation in Arizon=2 2né a
o
o

Hd

4 bookmobile esrvés tae
nzaw boolmobils unit astablicnad on ths Havajo Rasser-
vation to omerate from Orownpoint; Wew “ewico, which will

: in the surrounding zre=

. ars C .14 L. .
Correspondence with Mise Octavia ®ellin,” " Librarizn of
] L
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ibrary gives the figure of

1231 1z202th 0. _¥ite, No Turning 3ack, by Polingayei
Qovawayma, 2¢ told o Vad=a ?, C2rlson. (ilbuquersgues, The
University of ¥ew Mexico Press, 1964) 130 p,

lg?eece, Personzl corresnondence with Nanette Sargent,
Aoril 29, 1970,

4 . . . 1 e

1 ctavia Tellin, FParsonzl corresnondence with Fanette
Sarzent, Fay 22, 1970,

14
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7.2 o2rcent for the number of Indians using ths
8

e ]

1li
rezistration of 5,1%% peonle. ¥any of them live in qal_un,

others live in outlying areas and on ths ressrvations. Cthe

)

sna aran €227 to develon the library

‘ ildren do. They =zre juet 2,

aagar to re2d boous

students r22d cnits 2

from school or college, Their re:::.dinb

arn W1ﬂ° 2nad 1aey read anytaing thaf ia
s

"Tndian childran and young psonls who live in
e

for Your Flnv unncn Hade of Nawm =2nd Nobody
Tovae 2 ?runken Indian, W2 have meny Indian
ehildran who live on the res=rvitions vieiting
aur librzry. Thay respond very well to tho
tours =2nd siory hours that ve have ?or the

In genzr2l, ziven the o““o*uun1+r, I fea2l th A
Indian Cﬁll;”@ﬂ would be graz2t users of our

Vigs Ta2llin'e letter ineluied shres bidliographies,
graiss ons through twelve, of books zbout Indiane and ths
coutnwest, vrenarad by the Ga2llun Public Library starff.

Thaeas re2dins liets have no Aoubt veen us2d with Tndian child-

o g

ham 40 read a2bout thair owm .culture 2néd

: customs, but evidently no sp=cizl programs bavon@ the
0 sponsorad. Eowaver, the

D
o’
{D
D
v

£ +$he lihr=ry have
fact that the childrsn 2nd vouag peonle who have been edu-
cated uss the public library indicates the ne2d for good
librzrv s=2rvine on avery level of Indi=zn society. These
Indians are not =2fraid of the white man's instituiion.
ound their wzvy to their loecal p»ublic library,
sometning soms liter=ts white Amaricans have not ya1 done,
Thay tmow how to usz 2nd to enjoy tha sarvicss of the vublic

1ibrary. | - | -

- 1596114n, Ivid.
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Onz of the most insviring siories of Indizn education is
th~t of the Svpescial Navajo Education P”Oo-.ﬂ} as told br L.
15 In 1946 a
crash nrogram was bagun 2t Sherman Inetitute in Crlifornia

izdison (oombs in NDoorwzy Towzrd the ILight.
<3

to efucatz at least a few of ths estinmated ten vo twvelv
thousand Mavajos batweasn the ages of twelve to eighteen who
hed never baen to school. The 2im was to tesch them Tnglish,
and 2 trads, within the space of five y23rs, so ta2at they

could comvmete successfully 2& adults in the white man'se world.
¥zny special educztionzl idsae were zdopted. Ths numbar of

ols =ni students incresasesd 2ach year from one scaosol =and
209 vupils =2t tie incewntion of the program to eight schools

and 580 pupile in 1952. The vrogram has been discontinue
beczuce nore childran =2re bzing reached a2t an earlisr ags,
and it is no longer so dasvaratzly needsd. Some of the methods

ig
s
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by underdavs
fortunately, no cradi
reries in %hic maes aducational effors. 3But bookes were usad

v is given to the librarianm or to 1lib-

in ths eclassroome 2nd in connsction with the tsaching vrograns.
Ann ¥ola2n Cl=ark h=s bezn instrumental in vroviding books
for Indizne =2bout Indizns on a reading level for beginning
rezders z2néd Tor those of more advanced 2bility of 2 literary
+hat mskes them a delight to rezd at any z2g2. Mrs,

quality
Olark joined thes 3urezu of Indizn Affeirs in 192, =znd .one

® her tanching mathods was to let the upper grades write
end wrint texthooks for the lowsr grades. Ths method vroved
successful because the childrsn wrcote 2bous what they Xnew
and anout whst interasted them. Standzrd American grade

n
echool texwts 2bout Diek and Janz had listle me2sning For

16L. edicon Coomds, Noorwar-Powswrd tas Tl 1%, the Story
0f +ha Spacizl Havajo Tduc2tion Frosrai. Tﬂasﬁlngtcn, 0.,
C 7.8, Tant. 0F thne Lnsarior, surasu of of lndian Affairs, Branct
e of mduc2tion, 1962.) 174 p.

16




15

Indi=zn childrsn, and she found that they were not effective
in motiv:iting the children to 1e3rn Tngliea.

¥rs, Clark hzas sinece written ﬂonv children's books about
Indi=ns, incluiing two c2riss of =228y rsaders ureful in the
teaching of English to Navajo speaking children bvacouse they
deal with the familiar dazy-to-cz2¥y 1life of an Indizan child on

-

a resarv:tion. The lHavajo Life Stories 2re czlled "ILittle
Herder “aries" znd the Sioux seri e ca2lled "Just Tor Tun

ies 1
Seriss,"” Both are availzsble from Publications Service, Haskell

Frs. Glarit has only indirectly contributed %o library
serviee for Indians, hzcause she is primarily a writer 2nd
teachar., 2ut 211 childrsn's lihrarians would ac¥nowladge their

ebt to hzr tz2leat for eu*nlv1p~ books of unusuzl res zding in-

won the Nawhery iAward in 1953 2nd she

S
'pient of the Re gina *edzl Awzrd, offsrad

an outetandin

u\]
Q
O
pan
I~ o

bativaen cultures."

The Indanandent School Distriet 22 in Shirrozk, Hew texico

has alen sponsored z saries of reading materizls Tor beginning
students who 40 not spezk Fnglish., 4 %=2an of four teachers

at out 40 creats reading materiale with which Navajo'children
e eginning books, one czlled

is P23, 411 pvictures are in color, %h2 car is

an 0ld wodel, “he Indian pirents »i icturss in Rassrvation dress.

The studentes havs 2 workboor and tha teavqers nave 2 teacher's

17“1ﬂiﬂ9 Eutchet 3ishop, "inn Nolan Clark," faiholic
Tivrary Torld, v.34 (Fehruary 1963 2

18,

Rocamary Alex2 aﬂa” "Jazdars To
Tha Tnstructor, v.79 (¥ov. 1269), ».97.

PENRLEFCIIRN G § SR LS PR A S O

erast for children, both white and Indian. IMrs, Clark's book
T
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. ict is 85 percent ¥avajo, 2nd covers.
5,000 scuare riles. Two thousand India
in tarse schools. Tae teaching team honzs to redzeign the
antire »riwmzry curriculum to meke it more relsvant to the
Havajo child., The booklsts, Illmsd end filmstrivne are olffered
eals by the school districw.
ndian Technical Vocationzl Echool is being'constructed
by ths 3.I.A. on ®h= Tegt Yesz in Albuzuerqus, Now ‘f'rfaxico.l9
The estimated coet of the first ovhzss of consiruction is more
s scheduled to op2n in Sevptember 1971.
0l, with twelve buildings undsr construc-
of the planning. Included in the first
nhasz, 2MONS 05ARY nNecessary buildings such a8 the ceniral
eating vlant and =2n 2dministrative center, is an instructional
materials center, which will include booxs in the traditional
library plan 2s well as audio~visuzl waterials 2nd tezchin

‘2ide. ™hs standards For these centvers ware daserih2d 2arlier
in +this vpaver. The purvoss of the school according to “uner-

"to davelop in Indiane & e2lezble %“lll

Tmplovability ie wh=at we're tr¥king sbout. ,
And smnloyability menns saveral tqihgs in '
z3dition to th=s Asvaelonment of =2 skill.

Thigs includes b111~v to adjust go the jodb

and o cormuaicnate off ectlvely."-o

Suraly communication can be aided by
and library earvices.

currisulun planmming in the school is centered 2round
tgcanical prozrame =ccompnznizd by complanantary aczdemic

coureass. Yr. Petarson says "you can't train enyone to repzir
21
"0 -

v}

apr’iances unless h2 can read the manus 1.

lgzlbu cueraus Journzl, Sundzy, April'l?,'1970, P.=-1.
231 @d., cunday, Yarch 22, 1970, p.E-b

N
.
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3leo in Mew Yexico is the Instiiute of Amnm=2riczn Indien
Arte in “antz Ta. Directed by ILloyd Hew, it is = nztion=2l
1C

.....

of ths In‘terior. Zstablishad in 1962, it

zh school voczaticnal arte orogram 2e prevaration
scnnical schools =znd/or employment in arts voca-

A4

=

Q

o

H

i

[0 ¢
41> B
w
k-
W

"English is tz2ught 2¢ 2 sacond languzge. “Todern
languzze lzborztories hely in Fnglich, epeech,

foreign lznszu=ge, 2nd re2ding clzes2s, ,.. ™mnhasis

is placed by the faculty of *'!or’;i.n;; artists on the
d2sign 2nd Indizn treditions in =zesthetics in 211
fieldes encouraging individu2l craztivity in cul-

tural eropression."22

Althouzh +he =articls do=ses not mention tha librery, this

writar had the ommortunity to visit thes school in uhn epring
of 1968, and nas seen the attraciive library, well-stockad
with rafarsnca works, magazinas, 2nd books of =z2rt, Indien
culture' and gansral interset. Yany works of Indizn art,

Crazwy

0 , thz Hzvajo Community
Gollege 3t Many Tarms, Arizonz, opened ites doors to students,
chardson, Iibrarian of the Coll=2zs2, tells the

story of thie unigus institution in his article "& Wind is
3
s 1

] [] p 1 *
Rising."”’ Th2 need for 2 lidrary was clearly seen in the
early plznning stages of the collegs, =nd a oprofessional
librarisn was hired $o build the Iibrary collzscition.

Ths Coll=2z2 is financsd by the I"‘?.V"]O tribe, not by the
"ederal Govarnmant., The second 2Presgiden t of the f"ol'l ege is

uie ., fry, "The Institute of American Indian Arie:
¥aare Two Culsures ie2t in Sente Te," Audio-Visuzl Inetruc-

! r

tion, v.15 ("2rea 1970), p.79.
9336*‘?1'"00 ™, Richardson, "4 ¥Wind ie Rising," Library

Journzl, v.95 (Tebrusry 1, 1970), p.: £63-46T. '
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0. At vresant thz library is housed
igh School Tibrary chelving-and-—stuldy

BRI

O
, but has no woriroon quarters, Until nar‘mnent cuzrters

af

can b2 built on the 1200 =acres on Izke Tsaile in the Luke-
chukai “Yountains, land reserved by ths tribe for the College,

-—

AP,

sp2c2 will be 2 problsem, In the meantime, ™r, Richardson is
attemnting to build 2 library collection zand of? er se2rvices
necessary for the college's varied programs, -f:hl.,n include

meny technical courses. : | ;

Sy et

MY¥hare doazs the library fit into the nicture
and how will it develon? It cannot b2 natvterned
after any 2xisting J.mlor or community collage
library, since thare is no model to follow.
Navajo f‘o*'"wuﬂr*'v Gollage Tibrary will, of course,
have 2 vproner aumber of apwroprizte vo"u'nes to
meet iorth Centrzl iccrediting Acsociation

uc—xnd.ﬂrds. e will not attemnt to cr=aate 2n
i’col'ated peculizr, and whineiezl monument to
znyons. 24 '

TN

i e

23 e 2 A R s b Tt ae i

St

Back files of periodiczls do not exist, and are needed,

9.

but the college library does not want old, outdated books t
that are no longer suitable in other small college libraries g
with a minimum of space =nd 2 mexinum need {~r timeliness
and ralavanze., Two collages in Celifornia ha2d 2 book drive
and sent Havajo fNommunity College nine and 2 half tons of 5
books, mostly textbooks. Thoss not zdded to the library :
collection or usad as texts were placed on a gift table for |
frae distribution. The gift table emptied quickly, a2s students *‘
took the ogjnor‘-;unity to increage their wnersonal librariss. ;
W, Richardson lists three immadizte needs for books 1

3he library, which would be good criteria for zny Indian ;

librarv collaction: "Any title 2n instructor needs for use,

247pi4.,, p.166.
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M

raference and bibliography, and Indien m2terials--anything
by or zbout Kavajos, uch on Southwastern tribes, 2nd a

2
generzl interest in 211 American Indians." 25

Mr. Richardson then points up the quaniity of materizls
sbout Indizne. He guotes 32rry, whose bibliogrzvhy will be
discussed lzter in this peper.

"Indians, far out of provortion to their
numbars, have enjoyad the attention of peonle
who write books 2nd of those vho re2d them. The
Mew Yorz Public Iidbrary requires 23 drawers in
its card catzloz for its holdings on Amarican
Indiane, while 16 drawers suffice Tor the Jews
ané seven for legroes, and certainly nsither of
these latter grouvs has bezn ovarloozed by
writers. Th2 ILibrzrv of Congress devotes 18
drawers +to Indizns, 17 to Jews, and seven to
Negroes.," .

" Richardson ggrass with the o0ld joker who szid that the
¥avajo fa"\llv consisted of a2 mothar, fthar, brothsr,

27

-

oo
iu ™
sigster, 2nd two aathrovologists. "I think that both anthro-
sis
T

he Navzsjo Comrunity College livrary is 3 pio eer in +he
field of librarv service. The FNavajo Reservation, z2bout the

size of the Stute of est Virginia, exeept for the boolrmobile

()
s
.—l
Q
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3
D
3
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*

e:a_lier, is without lidr=aries.” There is
n in Shiprock, 2nd in

)).l

"indow Rock ans
“he 9chools. At the children who herd shesp 211 surmmer,

'—l.
d'
o
-
iV
3
WD

miles from any commun without bookxe., It is no

= SIoid. , D.466.

263re'.4uon ’3°rr;,r, The T¢
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cSaanhy

wonder they T211 behind in reading 2bility when they have

o

no chznze +to oractice, 2nd ofien 2ttend schosl for only nart

i

of the school yezr. Richzrdeson a2sks if a public lidbrary:

-l

ervice coulsd give books to these children., He lists four

(¢2]

NI 2

nte of pmosgibles sarvice he would like to 2ccommlish:

3
o

1) 2t 122zt three boo}:s for summer
the little herders; 2) serve isol2te
by four-whesl- dI‘lV“ vick-un-mobile 1libraries

which could traverse the patas °nd rozdless

axpans=2s of rough torr?.ln, 3) establish a

formel w»nrogram 2t KCC to train Havajos as
library-aids not only to men the potential

comruni %ty reading room-sarvice centers 2t

Chinle, Y'D‘rsnta, ¢hivrock, Ganado, z2nd Tuba

#ity but z2lso to £fill +the eclericl vzenncizss

in 1ibr~ries in the 2ntire Southwest; 2nd

finally, 4) conduct a +%en-week library-college

summer <session whieh would bring Havajo grﬂd-

2te stuﬂon‘a., b2elk to NCC 2s instructors in

a progran designed to esuiv Tune high school

Zra rduztes to zvoid being drovouts durl--., the

middles of taeir ““o.eh'n.an cemester Thase 2re

only marts of 2 complicated scheme to nrovide

2 bare miniwrtum o.-. community librzry sarvice

where none axiste, True, even these bits make

it sound grandiose: ‘ﬁovnv,,., when 2 prohlem

ig monunentz2l, it is doubtful thaszt thinking ,
wee thoushts 2bout wee »nizces of it could

bring surceass."? |

NP AR, 0 :,.-:;-',-Ls;-;‘r;-i;‘.\zl.“;m‘-.s'.:zz.z-n;:».‘;e-.«»-' PRI O Tok) LA PRIV PO S TPl o I PTOR A L IR T R

Richardeon fesls that he should be replaced by 2 Navajo
librari 2e soon as voesihle, Perhave if he succeeds in

his li‘or-a.r:f-:?.ide program, he will start some young Indian
on the nath of vprofsssional librarianship to be his succaseor.

-y

Thie college library a2t ¥any Parme is one of ths most hoveful

currsnt signq of immroved librory service %o Indimns. The
Kavajos 2re empting to oull themselves un by their owm

. N o 7,
beotstrans, .ad 'b'l""}' may very well sucecezd. ¥iyal nasz24h

v
28

Richardson, Ibid.
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(A wind is rieing)!~-

"The Lord helvs thoss who help themsslves," aybe it will

-

Ae 2n o0ld clichf in “nglisnh saye, 4

provs to he frue. | | .

Ths U.S. Deot. of Heslth, Bducation 2nd Welfare has
divided the Tnitad States into nine regions, 2nd *r., William
Cunningham ie Tibrary Services Progran 0Ificer Tor Rszion VI,

wnich includes the states of “issouri, Xanezs, Iowa, Kebraska,

¥innssota, =nd forth 2nd South Tzkota., OFf thess states,
Kzaneas, 2t least, can he considered ze »nart of the Ffouthwest, '

and one of its lihrary prograns has 2lready been nmentioned.

Cunninghan, in his =a2rticle "Anto “Wicharti", which is Sioux for

v

"dawn of 2 new day", nlaczs the resvonecibiliiy for library.
ssrvice to Indizne on state 11brar1_es, which esn goordinate
stats-wide nrogram, Praj

dice =znd indifference, vlus v}
problans of population and zg2o0graphy have hampered ssrvice.

<
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",.. Xeneas, like moet of the tee in this

Region, hzs =2 few locszl "o“ogr?nq 1nvol'v'1nn' '
esrvice to Infizns, such as the one in ‘..hw

Svrings and the Indi~n-migrant worksr ovroj=ct

in ths Eutchingon 2re=z. Thase local Drograms 5
are taose in which the lidrary is a oart of a :
multi-socinl—-education-2zency aprrozach, In ‘
snite 'n':‘ the avictence of these positive »nro-

jeets, thies is the stzte in '*141&1 a State Iib-

T2rY eurvay diecovered that there wers public

librariee in Kenezs that orohibited uss of the

librzry by Incitns, Pro*m":ed br euch inecui-
$iss of earvice, the St2te Iibrary is davslop-
ing 2 cownrahensive statewide crogram for the.

-

Il

dissdvanitaged Included within this broagd

framework is the Indian novoulation of the
state, nrimarity that on ths two rassrvations,
ae well zs thet Indizn vopulation found in =2nd
sroun? the em=ll towme in other varts of the

—_é_oa~ L4 . L) '
“Rienzrdeon, Ibid, \
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is encouraging to note that three

‘e gev vn library syvetems nave sl-
f'-ed wita outreach nrogramng Tor
n

.....

Tha rest of Cunningham's article is largely concernad
w#ith +he other states ouieide the Southwest., In 2 letter to

9 thars have done, menticned the l=ck
of 2decuste resazrch in library sarvice to Indians.

o)
m
o
+

N B

i
O ¢t
h

"You have nicked 2 nost &iZ7
your regaarch renort. Ths 1
inforrastion in library sarvs
duz, unfortunztely, to the 2,
ence of sueh service. Informat
and vronocs2d oprograms is largely 2 word ot
mouth situztion.m 3l

30 L
DI~0D O Q.

A library which was developed, not esvacielly for Indizns,

but For tzzzhars who work with. Indians is mentionz2d in The
¥ovaho Soerizl Studize Project. The tezcher training activi-

ties consisteé of ona-ﬂqy workehons on the campus of ths

Unlver91ty of ¥ew *ewico, an Institute in the Te=nching of

U3

nal

O

the “oecizl Studiss, =2nd vsriodic msilings of professi
literature. ’

W
t=ly

d oureelvas, unlntent:onQle, 1n the
N29S. eeo al]l zectivities inz2lud

W 33
!

vation scaooles hﬁre the znnenna

2
f'.:
rojzeh staff reco r?ed vaalth of
o
i

\

T

volunt ared hy havaho Ar=2 toa-

<

o

—t
g )]
%)
O"

| -}

D

[

0

chers and

H)
l'-’ & XD 3N

[~
] istrators The nroject library -
graw ravidly during dtals time, and the st2aff
qgaced in 2 onrogranm of s2lf-sducstion in the
eznhing of the socinl studiss, (We needad it. )39

{ . ‘

2)n'*"lﬂ*' D, Cunaingham, "Anto Wicharti", Iibr=2ry Journal,
v.94 (Dacember 15, 1962), p.4499.

-' [ %] (4 L - .

31 i111izn 7. Cunningham, Pereonzl corresponience with
Yanz2tte Saroent, 2w 13, 1973.

32 penite Gota, Ths Hovano Soeizl Stufiaz Projest. (4ldbu-
nusruue, Nollzgs of Lgan:ulnn, Universisy or fev - 2xico, 1068)

0. 2. .
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One wrogram of training library 2ides is described oy
rti

Jim Vileon in an = the Journ2l of American Indian

in
Baucation, It is in the Todd fCounty school distriet in

South Nzkota, waich, although not in the Southwest, is worth

v

mentioning hecause of its succeses znd sncouragsment Tor other
echools looking fTor weys to improvs library sarvice and
teaching methode 1in general. The sch~ol district is 2,400
sauare milss, vith 1,302 students, two-thirde of whom =2re
Indizn, Almost twenty vercent of th 2 1,200 to 1,300 Indians
live in dorms. Aides hzve been hired witn th2 he2lop of Title I
funds from the Tlemantary 2nd Sacondz2ry Tdugcation 4ct 2nd from
the echool dissrict. Twenty-six Cauczsizn znd Indizn men and

women 2re in the =ide vrogram. ¥any of tham have children
o)

attanting the school. They are selacted not for their educa-
tion2l 2chisvements dbut for the particular szills nzeded wo

ie

]

t

0

[}
13

PR1Till +he futiss. The two m=2in purvosas of the 214
-

help the tescher with routine work znd to servs 2s 2 substitute

nareat for wmeny of the Indian children

nraurice Alrd, s chool librarisn, exclzims
the 2ide program ig 'the best Hhing that sver
nzonanad' =t She school. Ya baliaves aidas =2rs ,
'gracticnlly indisnansidle in the “.ower 2das!
=nd eave n2 woulédn't know whast to do without
sidse' hely =28 ha continues uO vuild $ne library.m33

Phe renlvy from ths Ga2lifornia St=te Library 2bouv library

sapvices %0 Indi=ns there brouzght this answar Trom Ruth
e

"T have o:2c'z2d writh the U.<, Burazu of
Indizn Affrires, Szcrzmento, =2nd learnsd that

33Ii*n Tilson, "Mormitory Teschar Aidas Ara 3ig Help
in ¢~uth Takosa," TJournzl of iweriacsn Indian Tfusation, v.©

b
-(J.':..'.. 1070)’ _030
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sxcent for one schonl--%ae Fherman Instiiuie,
2iversids, £=zliforniz 92501, thsrs =2rs no
gnecinl sehools for Iandians in O=zliforniz.
Public schools 2nd Hheir zssocizted librarias
sra 2v2il hle 0 both thz Indi=n ~nd non-
Indi=n students 2lite, Similarly ovublic

ibrsey s2rvice would be availzbls %o Indizns
alike. ™3 C2liforniz State Library dozs not
vrovide =2ny Airact s2rvice to Indians on
raservations." 4

+

She cent a2 list of the C2lifornia Public ILibremries

Gooparzbive Iibrery Systams 2nd merked the ona2s closz2 to the
Indisn Resarvatinne which wight offer boolkmohile or othar
speci&l cervice to Indians., Yore resssarci c2n be done in
thig arsa Tor to Indi-=ns.

An aw%c2llant bivliography of Indian m2as
Rerry's Ths Tducation of Amsrican'Indizns, A-Survey of tHe ..
Litarature,35:from which Ricnzrdson quotzd in' his articls.

Q

Tt is 2veil=blzs hoth on microfiche and in print. 3But a
peruszl of its 702 titles fails to find sven one wnich desals
epscificelly with library service to Indians. The probhlen
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tersey among the Indizns is still so great that
onsidered as = nesd of .the .

gearings on Indian education for both
8 nz in thzir tre2taent
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of libr=ry ssrvies in education of Indizns. Thev 2re b
1

boors, -rith nundreds of artisles, latter, cormittee renoris,
and rasulits of racezrch wnrojacts.. The 1969 hasrings econtain
onzs vary cn2ll niciure of a shalf of art hooks indic-=tins
thg ~piarn art library Treility for resezrenr znd ctudy =2t the
Foputn Tlwonzar, Personrl Corrasswoniense with Nanstie
Sarcgant, oy 19, 1979.
BSBarry, s Tdunztion of Amsrican Indi=ns, & Survay of

tha Titarzsturs
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Institute of American Indizn Arte, in Sente Fe, which was

—~

mentioned szrlier. Trom the 1968 heasrings, 2 =section by
Hz2dlay Thomzs on "Inovations in Indisn Eﬁucation, T
Flementary School, Tubz City, Ariz.," gives two p2ragranhs
on ths Learning Resources Center.

- "In order to supplement programs, a film
library, 2 filmstrip library, and varisé resources
metarials 'vere incorporated into the 21emantary

school library., The teachers caa now go to this

ons n1°cn to got 2ll films, filmetrips, trancs-
parsacises, niciures, refe?en e boocs, lanzuage
tapes, ra2cords, vrofessionzl books, and. childran's

books for any unit,in a subject fiesld.

110rarian eide wee 2mnloyed to geather
unit materials, chaez out books to the students
znd ezrs for +Q° ceniter, She works closely w1th
the tescher and tescher nides, !

- @

Another Aiszppointing scure2 of information was the 9th
i_? nnurl American Indizan Tducztion Conference, "Wew Horizons
for Indian ®iucztion." The only reference to library servica
Trom many spez2ches a2nd s2ssions was one sentence from 2
speech by “r. Tldon Rand=ll, Sunsrinteadenit, Tort Thonmas . ,
Schosl District, Tort Thomes, Arizona. He s=2id, "I chould

f

9
not 21l to meation that we have used Title II wm~nies for

library books."38 Surely school lidrary ssrvice deserves

nore credit in Tthe sducationzal progrem than that one statement.

36U ¢. Congrecs, Senate, Cormmittee on I.2bor and Public
alfare, Indian Fducztion, Hezarings, before the Subcommittes
on Inalcn Tducation, Senzte, 91st Cong., lst sess. on Poliey
rganizati-n, Administrztion, and Hew Legisl=tion Soénesraning
the Americsn Indiane, Pt. 2, Anpendix, 1969, ».1418.

37 U.8., Congress, Senate, Commities
Welfare, Indizan 1“clufz'z’cn.on, Hezrings, he
committes on Indizn acdueatinsn, oe

2nd e=zseione on the °Fud' of the Zducttion of Infizn Chilsiren,

pt. ¥, “area 30, 1753, Tlagstaif, iriz., v».1126.
38313 n Rw2ndall, "Hew Horizons Tor Indizn Zdu~zition,”
Spasch, ATternson Tession, "zrea 22, 10953, Annual imeriecan
niizn Fauc=tion Confarence,  23a, Arizonz St:1%e2 Univereity,
Mapgh 27-23, 1968, (Tewpa2, Arizonz State Universits, Qurezu
of Tduecntional Resszareh and Sarvices, 1968), ».22.
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IV, Conclusions

librzrizns zan«
ervice for Indians, =2nd what

It szems to have neen the generzl ovinion of eduecators,
ery little
> not

Indian workers that there has been v

;.)J

1

hzae been done he

fD
n

library
paen documented. 4 letser from *r. Henry T. Drennan, Coordine-

I d

tor of Public Lidbrary Sarvices, ILibrary Planring =2nd Develop-
ment Branch, Nivieion of Iibrary Programs, of thd Nevt. of
HEYW s=2id:

I wish you luck on your projzct. You are,
in fact, 2ntering 2 largely unformed, unsunlored
recesreh terrain. I would not be discouraged by
the scattsrad nature of +the datza which you must
orgzanize, n 39

And ¥r. Pzrrington, of the New “exico Stz2te Iibr:ary, szid:

{ "T only wish I could’ rvhrond with sever=zl

pounde of materizl. I can't., ... I W1sh I c ul
”1V° you more. ... Thie time nex% year, I exzpec
to gez Tidrary ILitsrature filled "1tq r=ofarence
but right now it is »nretty bleask.'

d
t
Sy

0 ()]

In spite of thesge deork opredictions, it 1= posgible to
unszrith cuite 2 lot of projects and afforts to n»rovide library
serviece to the Indian vopulztion, as the prior o=ges of this

ane b
it is homed that in doing so, it mighv of“er helv and inspira-
tion to the librarizns worxing in isolated centers, =2nd give
them naw ideas to try. A field study, financed meraavs by a
. 2] gront, would undoubtedly uncover many more.woruh-
while orojscts 2nd services. It is orobably true that those

3q_enrv m, Drennan, Psrsonz2l correspondence with Nanette

wi11i2m 2. Tarrington, FPersonal corresvondence with
Vanette Torgent, Anril 27, 1970.
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librarizans waho ares giving the best service 2nd trying she
most innovative ideas, have the least time to write zbout
tham. The deeds of these unherzlded woriers should bz made

public, so thzt others may use their ideas in bringing in-

craased and improved library service to the American Indians.

<3
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